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Social capital as a determinant for raising ecosystem services
awareness - an application to an Albanian pastoral ecosystem

Abstract

This paper aims to map the ecosystem services (ES) provided by a
reputed agropastoral ecosystem in the south of Albania and ascertain
whether social capital affects the level of importance attributed to them.
A perception analysis of both buyers and sellers of ES within the pastoral
ecosystem is undertaken. The pastoral ecosystem is mainly evaluated
for cultural services such as tradition, enhancing the area’s image, and
environment ES. The strong inclination towards cultural ES and socio-
economic services indicates a lack of awareness of both buyers and sellers
of ESin the local community regarding the environmental aspects of their
ecosystem. However, participants showing a higher radius of trust with
high linking social capital are more likely to confer very high importance
to environmental services. Similarly, the cultural ES (traditional aspect)
of the pastoral ecosystem is affected by cognitive and structural social
capital. These are interesting findings for public policymaking concerning
the opportunity to develop market transaction ES. Its development is
more ground-based and effective if participation and civic engagement,
especially the Linking dimension, is enhanced in the pastoral community.
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1 Introduction

In developing countries, pastoralists are persistent-
ly left out of rural development programmes even
though the rangelands produce several tangible and
no intangible Ecosystem Services (ES). This is mainly
the result of a weak social fabric identifying, valoris-
ing, and introducing the ES in development strategies
(Milder et al., 2010). For as long as people have man-
aged natural resources, they have engaged in col-
lective action; however, development programmes
have paid too little attention to how social and hu-
man capital affects the environment (Pretty & Ward,
2001). The concept of ES has become an essential
model for linking the functioning of ecosystems to
human welfare (Fisher et al., 2009). For that reason,
ES has gained in popularity as a tool to communi-
cate the significance of ecosystems to policymakers
(Barnaud et al., 2018; Ishihara, 2018; Pascual et al.,
2014). ES is generally defined as ““the benefits which
people derive from nature, or more precisely as “the
aspects of ecosystems, utilised actively or passively,
to produce human well-being’ (Ibid.). The ES frame-
work is the ground of the payment for Ecosystem
Services (PES), a significant scheme that allows the
retribution of communities that produce useful ES.
Support for PES programs stems from their ability to
promote the conservation of nature and the supply
of ES through incentives, thus providing social and
ecological benefits (Gomez-Baggethun et al., 2010).
Several studies indicate that PE
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